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hen Matthew and Aprille Luger
received the Sacrament of
Matrimony on Sept. 8, they were filled
with serenity, knowing that God’s love
was at the center of their union. This
beautiful realization came over time,
with the help of various experiences,
such as the Marriage Preparation
Ministry at Ascension Parish.
“Our
marriage
preparation
process took a number of months,
and included a retreat-like weekend
offered through the diocese, classes
in Natural Family Planning (NFP), as
well as marriage preparation meetings
with Brandon and Ellen Holt,”
Matthew says.
During their meetings with the
Holts, Matthew and Aprille reached a
new level of insight and understanding
in their relationship.
“It was great to meet with another
couple at our parish that is married,
and allow them to facilitate helpful
discussions between Aprille and I
in a comfortable, peaceful setting,”
Matthew says. “They were easy to talk
to, and they helped us to talk to each
other.”
Furthermore, the Holts assisted
Matthew and Aprille in taking the

Ascension parishioners Aprille and Matthew
Luger on their wedding day, Sept. 8, 2017

FOCCUS Inventory — Facilitating
Open
Couple
Communication,
Understanding and Study. When
couples seek to be married at a
Catholic church in our diocese, the
priest/monsignor preparing them asks
them to participate in the inventory. It
is a comprehensive, user-friendly tool
for use by lay individuals, couples or
professionals who are helping couples
prepare for marriage, and who become
trained as FOCCUS Facilitators. It is
designed to help engaged couples
continued on page 2
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appreciate their unique relationship, learn more about
themselves, and discuss topics important to their
lifelong marriage.
“The inventory brought us to talk about some
important issues in the areas of faith, finances and
employment,” Matthew says. “It is not meant to be a
sort of ‘pass-fail’ test that indicates your compatibility as
a couple. It is just something to help you communicate
more and learn more about one another.”
The Holts are one of a number of trained couples
available to meet with engaged couples in our parish
community.
“Our goal is to initiate a deep and meaningful
dialogue between the wife-to-be and the husband-tobe,” Ellen says. “Our emphasis is to get them to engage
directly with each other. Genuine and sincere dialogue
in which they are speaking to and listening to each other
with open hearts and open minds in God’s presence is
the heart of the ministry.”
Overall, the Marriage Preparation Ministry at
our parish bears its rewards — both for the preparing
couple, as well as those giving their time and talent to
the ministry.
“We find participating in this ministry to be extremely
rewarding,” Ellen says. “Seeing and sharing, in a small
way, the joy of the Sacrament of Marriage with these
couples is such a blessing.”
In fact, the Holts have actually found that helping
out with the ministry has blessed their own marriage,
as well.

If you would like more
information about the Marriage
Preparation process here at
Ascension, please contact the
parish office at 701-223-3606.
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“It allows us to reflect on our marriage and how
we have grown together as husband and wife,” Ellen
says. “It reminds us of our joys and humbles us when
we remember our struggles. The FOCCUS training
provided by the diocese provides us with resources and
new perspectives about marriage. We have met some
amazing couples in our ministry and have learned much
from them in the process that continues to enrich our
own marriage. We look forward to continuing to serve
in this ministry.”
When asked why they feel this ministry is so
important, Ellen offers her insight.
“Marriage as an institution may be more difficult
now than ever before,” she says. “It is a promise, which
many find difficult to keep. The Sacrament of Marriage
is an outward and visible sign of inward and spiritual
divine grace. The Church believes a marriage grounded
in faith and nurtured by love and communication has the
greatest chance to succeed.”
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A Letter from Our Pastor

Where Are Our Priorities?
Dear Parishioners,

I

am in hopes that you are aware
that we are completing and will
continue to celebrate the holiest time
of the year in our Church. Easter
Sunday, April 1, is the high point
of the year for us as Catholics. We
will, of course, continue to celebrate
this holy time until Pentecost
Sunday, which is May 20 this year.
That is correct — our Easter season
continues until then.
St. Paul provided some sage
advice. He said, “think of what
is above, not of what is on earth”
(Colossians 3:2). Regardless of your
opinions on what happens after
resurrection, we can agree that it will
be something “above” this life. Paul
might be asking us if we put God
first in all things. Life can become very encumbered
with possessions, money, power, and even our egos.
Our goal should be to put God at the top of our
lists. If that is not what we do, we may need to adjust
our priorities. If we have not moved in that direction
during Lent or in the past, now is the time to do it. We
must constantly strive to not allow earthly things to
become our gods.
It was St. Gregory the Great who said, “God made
us to be the gardeners of paradise.” Some stewardship
people have maintained that God has given each of us
a garden — and when we are judged, we only hear one

question, “What have you done with
the garden I gave you?”
What have we done? What are
we doing? First, we must recognize
and acknowledge that we are all
gifted, admittedly in different and
varied ways. Despite what we see
as our gifts or how we measure
them, we need to ensure that we are
using them in ways that serve God
and others — ways that show good
discipleship and stewardship on our
parts.
Were you aware that the month
of April is dedicated to the Holy
Spirit in the Church? The term
“spirit” translates from the Hebrew
word ruah, which means “breath.”
Truly, as Catholics, the Holy Spirit
has been breathed into each of us, and is part of the
garden we have received. Do we turn to Him? Do we
rely on Him for strength? Do we even grant that He is
part of our very being? We should. We need to, as St.
Paul advised, “think of what is above, not of what is
on earth.”
May God bless you in all you do, and strive to do!
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Msgr. Jim Braaten
Pastor
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Our Parishioners Have Grown
Parish
Lenten Retreat
Parishioners enjoyed Guest Speaker Fr. John Guthrie on
Sunday, Feb. 25, from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Church.
Fr. John shared about praying the Psalms, and parishioners
enjoyed a free meatball dinner after his presentation.

The
Banquet
Confirmation students and adult parishioners prepare and
serve a wonderful meal at The Banquet on March 1, located
at Trinity Lutheran. The Banquet is a meal provided to the
homeless and needy in our community three times a week.

Stations of
the Cross
Deacon Tony Finneman leads our Faith
Formation students through the Stations of the
Cross during their Wednesday evening classes.
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Ascension’s Joe and Evelyn Zook
Strive to Draw Closer to Christ

Evelyn and Joe Zook with Monsignor Braaten

H

ow much closer you feel to
Christ when you receive
Him daily in the Eucharist! For
Evelyn Zook, a lifelong Catholic,
the practice intensified her faith life
and personalized her relationship
with Christ.
“I had gone to Mass every day for
the past 12 years, and I really miss that
and Him now that I can’t anymore,”
Evelyn says. “I remember that as a
Eucharistic Minster, realizing that
what I am giving others is truly the
Body and Blood of Christ, made me
feel closer to Him.”
Evelyn’s faith was initially
instilled in her from her Catholic
family. When she met Joe Zook at
a dance in Montana over 70 years
ago, she knew one of the first
questions that she would ask him
— “what’s your religion?”
“I’m from a family of eight girls,
and my father told us it’s important
to know someone’s religion early in a
relationship,” Evelyn says.
In Joe’s family, his father was
Catholic — over time, his mother also
entered the Church. Shortly after he
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met Evelyn, Joe joined the Army and
spent two years in Japan. They were
married in July of 1947 and lived in
Beach, N.D.
With five young children, Evelyn
found that teaching catechism was
a wonderful way to stay close to
her family while becoming active in
parish life.
“You learn so much more about
your faith when you teach catechism,
so it’s a great place to start,”
Evelyn says. “Later, I taught my
granddaughters their catechism here
at home. It is important for children
to know the catechism so they
understand why they are Catholic.”
One way Evelyn and Joe lived
their faith in their community was
through their work with Home on
the Range, a Catholic institution
for boys and girls in need located
near Beach.
“We worked there together for
years, and it was a really wonderful
feeling to help so many children

in need,” Evelyn says. “They had
religion classes, went to Mass and
said prayers before meals.”
The Zooks joined Ascension
when they moved to the area about
18 years ago. Today, Evelyn belongs
to the Ladies Guild, and Joe is
a Fourth Degree member of the
Knights of Columbus, of which he
has been a part for 60 years.
Since Evelyn had been a
Eucharistic Minister at her parish
in Beach, she also joined that same
liturgical ministry at Ascension.
“I became a Eucharistic Minister
when they first started asking lay
people,” Evelyn says. “Later, it
was how I became acquainted with
Ascension.”
There are so many reasons to live
stewardship and find ways to serve
others. For Evelyn and Joe, serving
over the years in their different
parishes has brought them closer to
the community and to Christ.
“For one thing, you learn more
about your faith when you’re
involved,” Evelyn says. “Your
relationship with God changes, and
it makes you feel like He is with
you even more when you receive
Him daily.”
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Financial Report
Church of the Ascension
Financial Report
July 1, 2017-December 31, 2017

July 1, 2017-December 31, 2017
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
Cash in Bank
Investment-Expansion Fund
Accounts Receivable
Pre-paid Expense

$

Building
Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment

122,984.87
231,587.39
(5,838.15)
242.70

$ 348,976.81

1,718,817.74
407,763.35

TOTAL ASSETS:

$2,126,581.09

Accounts Payable

(1,456.47)

TOTAL NET ASSETS:

$2,474,101.43

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
Income:
Sunday Contributions
Special Donations
Faith Formation Income
SMCHS Carnival
BACEF
Casey Trust Fund
Miscellaneous Income
Interest Income

Expenses:
Payroll, Payroll taxes & emp. ben.
(4 Full-time/5 Part-time)
Parochial School Support
Building Operating Costs
Office Operations
Missalettes, Newsletter, Printing
Education Programs
Stewardship Program
Other Expenses (Cemetery, Youth,
Parish, Social etc.)

$371,257.86
600.00
14,769.00
.00
21,540.58
.00
7,931.96
1,162.42

Operating Income

417,261.82

Offerings for Maintenance
Offerings for the Poor

Operating Expense

17,478.00
19,922.07
37,400.07

TOTAL INCOME

Maintenance Fund Expenses
Poor Fund Donations

$454,661.89

TOTAL EXPENSES

$162,891.29
133,282.58
50,784.97
19,959.06
17,519.51
7,151.71
21,555.97
11,165.80
424,310.89
7,536.98
19,924.00
27,460.98
$451,771.87

POOR FUND DONATIONS
July 1 to December 31, 2017
Abused Adult Resource Center
AID Inc.
Community Action
Meals on Wheels
Ministry on the Margins
Ronald McDonald House
Salvation Army
Welcome House
Rides to Mass
TOTAL

$

990.00
4,949.00
4,949.00
396.00
792.00
792.00
4,949.00
1,981.00
126.00

$19,924.00
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Address Service Requested
Weekend Liturgy
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:00 a.m.
Weekday Liturgy:
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days:
8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events for April
Saturday, April 14
First Communion at 5 p.m. Mass
Sunday, April 22
Parish Spring Dinner from 4-7 p.m.
Serving Turkey and all the trimming along with homemade pies!
Saturday-Sunday, April 28-29
Ninth Grade Retreat in Medora
Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes
and receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

