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oodworking came naturally
to Don Franchuk. When he
and his wife, Catherine, would see
children at Mass, they would share
Don’s handmade wooden butterflies
and crosses with Ascension’s
youngest members.
Soon, Don was using his quiet
talent to make these thoughtful tokens
for all children and young adults
receiving their First Communion and
Confirmation.
“We give all we can, and it warms
our hearts to do things for other
people,” Don says. “The kids really
enjoy these, and it doesn’t take much
for me to do this.”
Since joining Ascension in 2012,
Don and Catherine have been active
in finding ways to give back to the
community that embraced them.
“When we first came to Mass at
Ascension, the people just opened
their arms to us,” Catherine says.
“We knew Monsignor already, and
he is an intelligent person who is
compassionate in how he treats others
and so reverent while saying Mass.”

Catherine and Don Franchuk
with their grandson, Benjamin

Don joined the Knights of
Columbus, and Catherine became
active with the Ladies of Ascension.
They soon made friends and would
recommend being part of these groups
for the men and women of our parish.
“It didn’t take us long to become
involved this way, and the people we’ve
met feel like family,” Catherine says.
Together, Catherine and Don help
the faith community however they can
— from preparing funeral luncheons
to selling tickets for the fish fries
during Lent.
continued on back cover
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ASCENSION PARISH LENTEN RETREAT

TOUCHSTONES FOR LIFE

Sunday, February 25th

2:00-4:30 pm  Ascension Church
Guest Speaker:
Fr. John Guthrie
Free meatball dinner to follow in the
Community Room.
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A Letter from Our Pastor

Preparing for Our Lenten Journey
and Prioritizing the Gift of Time
Dear Parishioners,

L

ent begins on Wednesday, Feb.
14, Ash Wednesday. Most of us
are aware that Lent is a time of prayer,
penance and giving alms. So, it would
seem that Lent is a perfect time for
stewardship. As we examine our lives
and try to find ways to deepen our
relationship with God, it is good to
remember that whenever we give our
time, talent, or treasure, we are living
as better stewards.
For each of us, our relationship
with God should be the first priority.
God has given us the precious gift of
time, so we need to thank Him for this
gift by using it wisely. Stewardship
of time is about how we spend every
minute of every day. Most of us
probably feel that we do not have
enough time for all the things we hope to accomplish or
achieve. However, each of us is given the same amount
of time — 24 hours in a day, seven days in a week. So,
how do we choose to use our time? We need to prioritize
this gift of time, which means putting the most important
things first.
If deepening our relationship with God is our first
priority, then time spent in prayer, at Mass, in our
personal lives through reading Holy Scriptures, and
meditating on God’s Holy Word should be paramount.
Our second priority might be our relationship to our
family. We need to spend time building a strong family
unit filled with respect and love for life. And perhaps our
third priority should be our relationship with our parish

and our community of faith. Finally,
we must spend time supporting others
in their faith journeys and ministering
to those in need.
We must remember that first
requirement for our Lenten journey
— prayer. Our Catholic faith is full
of prayer forms and traditions that
are available to us all. Find a prayer
form that works for you, and truly
cultivate your prayer life in order to
connect and build a real, personal
relationship with the Lord. We all
need to carve out time during Lent by
dedicating time to prayer. Perhaps it
is only 10 minutes each day for quiet
reflection on Holy Scripture. Or it may
be something more substantial —
perhaps a reflective weekend retreat.
We might consider Lent our own personal
Stewardship Renewal season. Fasting, prayer and
almsgiving should be what we try to do the entire year.
But we must make an intentional effort to practice these
during the 40 days of Lent. After all, 40 days comprises
just over 10 percent of the year — and that is remarkably
close to our stewardship tithe of 10 percent, isn’t it?
God bless you in all you do, and especially during
this holy time of Lent.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Msgr. Jim Braaten
Pastor
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HIS MERCY IS ALWAYS THERE:

D

o you remember that very first time you went to
Confession? Perhaps you walked into the confessional
trembling and nervous — would you remember all your
sins? How would the priest respond? And hopefully, when
you walked out minutes later, after perhaps timidly reciting
from your mental list, you realized that you felt free, the
weight of the world lifted from your shoulders, knowing
you were truly forgiven and loved by God.
It can be easy to think of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
— or Confession — as something negative, a punishment,
but nothing could be farther from the truth. Rather than
an encounter with an angry judge, it’s the merciful hand
of God, reaching for us, in an invitation to receive His love
and forgiveness.
“God is a loving father, and He wants you to come to
Him and He wants to forgive you,” says Deacon Doyle
Schulz, our RCIA Coordinator, who helps adults prepare
for their First Reconciliation. “When you sin, you’re not
looking at the angry eyes of God, you’re looking at His
tearful eyes.”
Beth Kathol, our Parish Business Manager who
previously held the position of Faith Formation Director
and worked to prepare our children to receive their First
Reconciliation, explains how she hopes that the children
will come to understand and appreciate the sacrament.
“We definitely want children to have a positive
experience of Reconciliation,” Beth says. “We want them to
see and understand God as loving and merciful.
“This sacrament has gone through stages,” she
continues. “You can know what the emphasis was by
what it was called — for example, when it was called

The S

Parents play a unique role in helping to prepare their children to receive
the Sacrament of First Reconciliation at Church of the Ascension.

‘Confession,’ the emphasis was on confessing sins.
When it was called ‘Penance’, the emphasis was on the
penance given to expiate the sin. Now we primarily
use the term ‘Reconciliation’ and the emphasis is on
reconciling ourselves with God. It’s important for kids
to learn from an early age that we all make mistakes
and we’re all sinners — it’s God’s grace alone that truly
heals and saves us.”
Deacon Doyle reminds parishioners of the role of the
priest, acting “in the person of Christ” in this sacrament.
“You talk to the priest, but He’s acting in the place of
God,” says Deacon Doyle, adding that priests can also
offer additional human support and encouragement.
“Sometimes they can give you guidance or direct you to
someone who can give you guidance.”

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available at Church
of the Ascension Tuesday-Friday from 7:30-7:50 a.m. and
on Saturdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. In addition, please be
sure to look out for the date and time of our upcoming
parish-wide Lenten Penance Service.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Church teaches that not only is the Sacrament of
Reconciliation an opportunity to receive forgiveness, but it
also brings us healing from sin and grace to help us avoid
sin in the future.
“In a very real way, God’s grace is bestowed on us in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation,” Beth says. “It’s a sacrament of
healing.”
“The closer you stay to God, the easier it is to avoid
sin,” Deacon Doyle adds. “You do receive graces from
Reconciliation that help you to get over these things. The
closer you stay to God, the easier it is to avoid the things
that are causing you problems.”
During the season of Lent, parishioners will have the
opportunity to participate in our parish-wide Reconciliation
Service. This can be a unique chance to unite with others,
coming together to admit our sin and failures, and as a
community, receive God’s love and mercy.
“You are present with a community of believers, and
everyone has come with the intent of experiencing God’s
grace and mercy,” Beth says. “It ties us together. We’re all
sinners and we’re all here seeking forgiveness, seeking to
be whole again.”
Both Beth and Deacon Doyle encourage their fellow
parishioners to receive God’s mercy and grace in the
sacrament, especially if you’ve been away for a while.
Lent is a great time to reflect on the things that have hurt
your relationship with God, and receive forgiveness and
restoration.
“Reconciliation is an experience that will change
your life,” Beth says. “If in doubt whether this sacrament
is necessary or could play a significant part of your life,
I challenge you to make Reconciliation a part of your
life. Go every two weeks for a few months!
“Practice it faithfully – you’ll be amazed the
difference it makes in your life,” she adds with a smile.
Importantly, as Beth points out, when considering
the grace of this sacrament, we must remember that no
sin is too great.
“God is there waiting for us to turn back to Him,”
she says. “Reconciliation is a very concrete way that
you can turn back to God. God wants us to know that

His mercy is always there — tthere is no sin too great
to prevent us from coming back to God. Jesus is always
going to be standing at that door knocking, waiting for
us to answer and let Him into our hearts.”
“Fear no more,” Deacon Doyle says. “God is
not angry with you — He loves you and will forgive
anything you’ve done. As Pope Francis has told us, the
confessional is not to be a torture chamber. It’s to be
a place where people can come relieve themselves of
their burden. Reconciliation is to be a welcoming home
to God.”

“God is there waiting for us to turn back
to Him. Reconciliation is a very concrete
way that you can turn back to God.
God wants us to know that His mercy
is always there — there is nothing we
could do that would stop us from coming
back to God. Jesus is always going to be
standing at that door knocking, waiting
for us to answer and let Him into
our hearts.” — Beth Kathol

Parents help their children to understand the gift of
Reconciliation by sharing their own experiences and often
modeling participating in the sacrament themselves.
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P rayer:

e make constant reference to the “three Ts” of
stewardship, recognizing that to truly live as a
stewardship people, we must give God the first fruits of
our time, talent, and treasure. It is easy for us to see the
concrete reality of the latter two. If we are to give God
our talents, we must first recognize with what talents He
has blessed us, and then use those talents for His greater
glory. And as we continue our stewardship path, we
know very well that our money is something concrete.
When we recognize it as a gift from God, we know that
we are to give a certain amount back to Him. It is easy for
many of us to understand what it means to give God our
talent and our treasure.
But what does it mean to give God a portion of our
time? This idea is much harder to grasp, and yet giving
to God the first fruits of our time is just as important
as the other two. And if we understand this idea and
implement it properly, our stewardship of time will serve
as the very foundation from which our stewardship of
talent and treasure bear fruit.
When we talk about stewardship of time, we
are referring to prayer time. Prayer is of the utmost
importance in a disciple’s life, and in the Diocese of
Wichita’s The Pillars of Parish Stewardship, it is also one of
the four pillars of stewardship.
Does this mean that in order to be true disciples,
we should say the Our Father three times a day or pray
a daily Rosary? Not particularly. Of course, we must
not discount the merits of prayer, as the Church in her
wondrous wisdom has given us certain prayers to help
guide our lives. However, the disciple’s deep life of
prayer involves even more.
St. John Chrysostom explains, “You should not
think of prayer as being a matter of words. It is a desire
for God, an indescribable devotion … the gift of God’s
grace” (Hom 6). That is, if we look at prayer as a mere
regimen that we must follow every day, then we do not
see to the heart of it. The reality is that prayer will take
on different forms for every one of us. One person may
have a deep devotion to the Rosary, and in praying it, he
is closely united to the Lord. Another person might feel
6
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Come to Know the Lord
deeply connected to Him through constant conversation
– in the car on the way to work, before bed at night, or at
other hours throughout the day. Meanwhile, for another
person, a daily or weekly hour of silence before the Lord
in Eucharistic Adoration is the best place for him to offer
the Lord his heart. No matter how we choose to pray, we
must get to the root of it all. If we are to truly give God
our time, it must be a gift of ourselves. It must come from
the heart and not take the form of mere word repetition.
If we offer an Our Father without meditating on the
words, it can simply become recitation.
The point of prayer is to get to know the Lord. If we
are committed to living as His disciples, we must be on
personal terms with Him. The first disciples didn’t know
what it meant to pray the Rosary. And until the Lord
taught them the Our Father, they couldn’t pray that either.
But they were definitely true stewards of their time. They
walked with Jesus, talked with Jesus, and ate meals with

Him. He was their best friend, and the more they got to
know Him, the more they longed to serve Him.
The same holds true for us today. We can walk with
Him, talk with Him and sit with Him, just as they did.
And He wants us to do this, too. St. John Chrysostom
proclaims, there is nothing more worthwhile: “For
prayer unites us to God as His companions” (Hom 6).
How can we serve Him if we don’t know Him? If we
truly desire to be a servant people, we must talk to Him
whom we wish to serve. We must get to know Him. Then,
most assuredly, we will fall in love with Him. We will
undoubtedly desire nothing more than to serve Him.
Recognize Jesus as your best friend and spend time
with Him as such. He is the Lord, the Creator of the
Universe, without whom we would cease to exist. Bring
Him your cares and concerns, your excitement, your
worry, your fears and your frustrations, and allow Him to
comfort you. He is there, and He wants to speak with you.

Lent Schedule
Ash Wednesday

Feb. 14 —
Masses at 8 a.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Stations of the Cross

Fridays during Lent — 5:30 p.m.

Fish Fry

Fridays during Lent — 5-7 p.m.
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Don and Catherine Franchuk
They’ve also enjoyed sharing Don’s handmade
wooden items with others. Don made the centerpieces,
crosses with a crown of thorns on them, used at each
table during the Lenten fish fries.
Every year Don
also donates different pieces of woodwork as prizes for
the parish drawing that occurs at the last fish fry.
“I’ve made different items like bigger crosses, a
cradle and a chair,” Don says. “The money raised goes
to our seminarians.”
Don and Catherine have three children — Mike,
Renell and Mary — as well as five grandchildren and
two great grandchildren.
“Don has made wooden rocking elephants for the
grandchildren,” Catherine says. “Our grandson, Benjamin
Franchuk, is a seminarian for the Diocese of Bismarck, and
we’re very proud of him.”
Don and Catherine would encourage others who want
to be involved to connect with the parish’s groups for men
and women, or simply call the parish and ask if any help

continued from front cover

is needed. There are always ways to give and support our
welcoming faith community.
“I’d like to thank everyone who has been so friendly
at the parish,” Catherine says. “Going to Mass with this
community is so inspiring. We’re willing to help whenever
we can, because giving draws us closer to God.”

Ascension’s Don Franchuk

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes
and receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

