Ascension
C H U R C H

As a people of God, of Ascension Catholic
Parish, we are united by Baptism and
committed to meeting the needs of our
faith community. In union with the whole
Church, we will build the Kingdom of
God by proclaiming the Good News,
worshipping God, creating community,
and promoting social justice.

Parish Office
Phone ................................... (701) 223-3606
Hours (Mon.-Fri.) ............... 8:30 am-4:00 pm
Education Office ............................ 258-5692
Fax................................................. 223-5783
E-mail .......... ascension@midconetwork.com
Web .......................... ascensionbismarck.org

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Msgr. Jim Braaten…………..….Pastor
Ray Grabar……………………………Deacon
Tony Finneman………………………Deacon
Doyle Schulz…………………………Deacon
Beth Kathol…...…Parish Business Manager
Kathy Lewis………………... Music & Liturgy
Jan Sitter………………………...Bookkeeper
Julie Luger & Rita Ritter ........... Secretaries
Bob Urlacher…………………. Maintenance

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...........................................5:00 pm
Sunday ...................... 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am
Weekdays (Mon.-Fri.) .......................8:00 am
Holy Days ....................... 8:00 am & 7:00 pm

Sacraments
Reconciliation
Tuesday-Friday........... Before 8:00 am Mass
Saturday .................................. 3:30-4:30 pm
Baptisms
Please call the Parish Office to schedule.
If possible, contact the office three months
prior to the due date.
Marriage
Arrangements are to be made with the
Pastor at least nine months prior to the
wedding.

Newcomers
Welcome to the Parish!
Contact the Parish Office to register.
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Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of Ascension Parishioners and the KC’s for their donation.
This year’s Giving Tree was able to reach 224 students from 10 different facilities. Thank you to
everyone who participated in either taking a tag(s) or attending the KC breakfast. The response
from students and counselors was one of deep appreciation and gratitude. What a wonderful parish
we have!
Social Concerns Committee

FaithFormationNews
Know your Faith Trivia Question of the Week
This is the first of a weekly component of our bulletin that will ask a trivia question
about some aspect of Catholicism. The purpose of the trivia question is to spark
Conversation within our faith community. Look for the trivia answer the following
week in this section of the bulletin and on our Facebook page.

In this season of “Ordinary Time”, the Church’s focus is on what aspect of our Faith?

NO FAITH FORMATION—WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24TH
CATECHIST RETREAT/WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24th
6:00-8:00 PM—Community Room
This will be a time to reflect and build our catechist community through prayer, sharing, and fellowship. We ask that all catechists
please take the time to attend as we begin this new year. Supper will be provided.

ALADDIN RETREAT/SUNDAY, JANUARY 28th
12:15-5:00 PM—St. Mary’s Church
All 6th through 12th graders are invited to an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we watch the Disney classic, “Aladdin”. In our lives, it
is easy to get caught up in the world around us. Sometimes we need to step back and look at what God wants. This event, “Diamond in
the Rough”, will start at 12:15 pm on Sunday, January 28th with lunch and games in the youth group room at St. Mary’s Church. We
will conclude at 5:00 pm. This event is being sponsored by the St. Mary’s Youth Ministry Program. Contact Austin Huck at 223-5562
with any questions.

ST. ISIDORE’S CORNER
Born, in 560, St. Isidore of Seville was an incredibly smart and holy man. He wrote encyclopedia textbooks
that were used for 900 years. St. Isidore had an amazing gift to combine his learning with his holiness. He
came from a family where three of his siblings are also Canonized saints. Today he is the patron of the
internet and computers. St. Isidore can assist us as we strive to properly use our own intellects and
technological advances to grow in holiness. St. Isidore’s Corner will be a place to highlight things that can
help us to grow in holiness such as apps, websites, movies, books, and other resources.
The Pope App—Most people know the Pope has a Twitter account, but did you know he has an app? As you might have guessed, The
Pope App is all about the Pope. It’s powered by news.va, which is run by the Pontifical Council for Social Communication. If you like the
Pope, you’re gonna love this app. You can browse photo galleries of recent General Audiences and Papal events, watch video clips of
the Pope’s addresses, read transcripts of his speeches, check out the Pope’s upcoming schedule of events, and even watch live
streaming video. The Pope App also has a Pope News section, links to other great resources (Pope’s Twitter account, various Vatican
news sources, etc.), and Vatican webcams. Wish you could see who pray at JPII’s tomb or how many people are in St. Peter’s Square
right now? Now you can!

Save the Date for the THIRST 2018 Women’s Conference
Sunday, September 22 at the Bismarck Event Center
Presentations, confessions, Eucharistic adoration, music,
and a Vigil Mass with the Bishop
Conference website and online registration coming soon

St. Mary’s High School Carnival
February 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
CARNIVAL TICKETS
Turn in your sold Carnival tickets early to qualify for a weekly
drawing for your choice of $10 worth of midway tickets or two
dinner tickets on any date of the 2018 Carnival. Not redeemable
for cash. This week’s winners are Allan and Debora Stanek.

CARNIVAL AUCTION
Currently, the Silent Auction Committee has received a
certificate for orthodontic treatment from DK Orthodontics,
jewelry, Department 56 Christmas Villages, picnic table, Carson
Wentz signed jersey, and an IPad Pro. More items are welcome;
contact Dick Heidt at 220-8181 or Dave Fleckenstein at 400-5037.
Thank you for your support!

CARNIVAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Each Parish is responsible for coordinating volunteers to operate
specific game booths on the midway, as well as assist with
auctions, help in the Cake Walk Room or Book Room. Volunteers
are also needed as greeters, as well as set-up and tear-down. To
see where you can volunteer for these various activities, go to
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e4ca8a62babfb6-stmary
and click on the activity and time slot that works best for you.
For those parishioners, who do not have computer access, call
Ascension Carnival Chairpersons Troy and Deb Schon at 250-4859
or the parish office at 223-3606.

BAKED GOODS, CAKE WALK, & BOOKS
It's Carnival time and that means it's baking time! To continue
our past years success in the Baked Goods room, we are asking
all parishioners to bake their favorite breads, pies, muffins, bars,
cookies, fudge, caramels, divinity, scotcheroos, and snack mixes.
The baked goods can be dropped off throughout the weekend
in Room 201. For the Cake Walk room, we need cakes, cakes,
and more cakes or cupcakes. Those items can be brought all
weekend to Room 203. And, if you need a place to donate your
used books, we sure could use them for our Book Room.
Starting on Sunday, January 28th, there will be a trailer in the
High School parking lot to drop off books. If there are any
questions or you need baked goods or books picked up, please
contact Rita Ritter at 258-9141 (home) or 226-2882 (cell). Also,
someone will be available at the NE door of the High School (off
of Boulevard), beginning at 4:00 pm on Friday and continuing
throughout the weekend to assist you with your baked goods.

The flowers near the
altar have been
donated by
Ben & Jan Sitter
in memory
of their parents,
Clarence & Pauline Schmitz
and
Ben & Marion Sitter.

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL CARNIVAL
St. Joseph School in Mandan is holding their annual school carnival on Sunday, January 28th from 11:30 am to 3:30 pm in the gym.
There will be a breakfast from 9:00 am to Noon in the cafeteria. The carnival includes bingo, over 20 games, photo booth, silent
auction, and a $500 raffle drawing.

Serving the Assembly January 27th and 28th: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00 PM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

11:00 AM

Team #2

Count Offering

Extraordinary
Minister of
Holy Communion

Ken Johnson—Plate
Tammie Johnson—Plate
Andrew LaBonte—Plate
Cheryl LaBonte—Plate
Michelle Fitterer—Cup
Renee Jangula—Cup**
Carol Preskey—Cup**

Wayne Hatzenbuhler—Plate
Ellen Klein—Plate**
Michelle Schmidt—Plate**
Pete Baumgartner—Cup

Dan Hopfauf—Plate
Sharon Malm—Plate
Mike Neigum—Plate
LaRae Nelson—Plate
Scott LeBlanc—Cup
Mike Luger—Cup**
Deb Salwei—Cup**

Lynn Burgard—Plate
Mark Dosch—Plate
Howell Flowers—Plate
Shirley Schafer—Plate
Shawn Meier—Cup**
Julie Ness—Cup**
Jay Uhlman—Cup

Hospitality

JoAnn Mahlmann
Aaron Mahlmann
Ken Preskey

Jeff Engleson
Lori Engleson
Judy Ness

Val Frank
Dina Walker
Troy Walker

Elsie Seeberg
Lucas Wescott
Bill Wolff

Lector

Irene Howard

Rita Ritter

Cathy Hruby

John Knox

Altar Server

Katrice Kern
Tevyn Friedt

Elias Johnson
Milla Weigel

Madison Hopfauf
Edmund Peliska

Blaise Kathol
Katarina Sevart

Video/Audio Operator

Michael Kern

Lauren Weigel

Mark Malm

Carissa Pieterick

Music Ministry

Joan Backes
Lynne Dolajak

Julie Ternes

Michelle Freidt

Steve Harmon

Caritas

John W. Bitz, Mildred Schall, Marjorie Bitz,
Jerry Feist, Larry Sackman, Don Hopfauf, Tim
Heidt, Erna Jacobchick, Michelle Niska, Viola Bitz,
Bill Feist, Jolene Klein, Richelle Knudson, Daryl
Wanner, Mary Shaffer, Kathy Lewis

Prayer Line
Call the Parish Office at 223-3606 or Pauline Mueller at
226-9471. The Prayer Line is a group of parishioners who
pray for requested intentions. The names of those requests
and/or the intentions are not made public. Names of
people listed in the bulletin have given permission to use
their name.

TimeTalent&Treasure
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” With
these words, Jesus invites Simon (Peter) and his brother
Andrew to follow Him and be His disciples. We often speak
of the subtleties of translation. In the original Greek in
which St. Mark wrote his Gospel, a better translation would
be, “Come after me, and I will make you become fishers of
men.” It is the beginning of a process. We are called to that
same process. It is not as if it happens quite suddenly. It
happens over time, and it is a progression. If we are to be
“fishers of men,” we are to be evangelizers and disciples of
the Lord, and we are to represent what it means to be part
of the Kingdom of God. Of course, Simon and Andrew
“abandoned their nets and followed him.” It may be more
difficult for us to “abandon our nets” so to speak, but it
does prompt us that we need to make major changes in our
lives if we are going to follow Jesus. Simon and Andrew, and
then James and John, were common men, normal people.
They had no theological credentials nor did they have any
special status in the world. Most of us are similar. Jesus did
not select them (or us) for who they were. He called them
for what He could do through them. It is the same with each
of us. Yes, we are called, but in order to really fulfill our
calling we need to follow and trust in Jesus.

ParishCalendar
Monday,
8:00 am
Tuesday,
8:00 am
Wednesday,
8:00 am
Thursday,
8:00 am
Friday,
8:00 am
Saturday,
5:00 pm
Sunday,
8:00 am
9:30 am
11:00 am

January 22
Communion Service
January 23
†Fran Braaten by Irene Howard
January 24
†Louis Bertrand by Doyle & Pat Schulz
January 25
†Joseph Johs by Gene & Judy Krebs
January 26
Reparation of Sins by KC Council #7602
January 27
†Clarence and Pauline Schmitz by Family
January 28
†Fran Braaten by Pete & Dee Baumgartner
Alvin & Donna Welk family by Rod & Deb Wald
People of the Parish

Weekly Schedule
Monday,
8:30 am
Tuesday,
7:00 pm
Wednesday

6:00 pm

January 22
Eucharistic Adoration
January 23
Stewardship Committee meeting
January 24
NO Faith Formation Classes
Catechist Retreat

Readings for the Week of January 22nd:
Sunday:

Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/1 Cor 7:29-31/
Mk 1:14-20

Monday:

2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/
Mk 3:22-30
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Mk 3:31-35
2 Sm 7:4-17/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/
Mk 4:1-20
Acts 22:3-16/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18
2 Tm 1:1-8/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10/
Mk 4:26-34
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/
Mk 4:35-41
Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9/1 Cor 7:32-35/
Mk 1:21-28

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Adult: What part of your life is Jesus calling you to change
right now?

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS
WEEK

COLLECTIONS

BUDGET

January 14,
2018

$14,652.93

$13,002.00

Fiscal Year
to Date

$406,330.62

$377,058.00

Youth: In what way do you think you can be a better
follower of Jesus?

Like “Church of the Ascension”
on Facebook

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2018 SPECIAL PRESENTATION FOR PARENTS
As part of Catholic Schools Week, all area parents are invited to attend a special presentation by Leah Darrow, entitled “Prodigal Daughter: How a Dad Got His Little Girl Back.” Leah shares her story of being a
“prodigal daughter” and gives four inspirational lessons to help parents keep and bring their families together. The presentation will take place on Monday, January 29th at 7:00 pm in the Main Gym of St.
Mary’s Central High School. Darrow is a nationally recognized speaker who shares her story of how she
personally experiences that fame, beauty, and money can never deeply satisfy. For your convenience, daycare services will also be available in Rom 308, beginning at 6:40 pm. Admission is free!

GEARING UP FOR KINDERGARTEN
Join Light of Christ Catholic Schools for Gearing Up for Kindergarten, an
educational series for parents and children preparing for Kindergarten in the
2018-2019 school year. This FREE 6-session program is a school readiness and
parent involvement program. It is open to everyone and helps every child get off
to a good start! The six sessions will be held at St. Mary’s Grade School, Saint
Anne School and Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary. The sessions will
begin Monday, January 22nd. Look for more information or register online
lightofchristschools.org. Click on “Events” and “Gearing Up for Kindergarten.”

LIGHT OF CHRIST SCHOOLS JOB OPENINGS
•

Enrollment Coordinator/Administrative Assistant—Offices of President & Mission Advancement—Will oversee enrollment process for new and returning students; manage office correspondence, reporting and meeting arrangements; be first point of contact for calls and guests for Light of
Christ administrative offices. Bachelors or Associate Degree in related field preferred. Experience
with RenWeb (student information system) preferred.
• Assistant Cook/Kitchen Assistant at Saint Anne Elementary School—Duties will include prepping salad bar, assist in serving students, washing dishes/clean up. Hours are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, MF when school is in session.
• After-school Program Aide—Duties include providing help for students (Grades PK-5) with homework, supervising physical play and art projects, and clean up of areas used. Hours are 2:45-5:30 pm when school is in session.
Opportunity for full time summer work also available
• Full-time Childcare Provider at LaMere Learning Center—Looking for FT and PT positions to care for children, infant to
age 4, M-F, between the hours of 8:00 am to 5:00 pm and 1:00 to 5:30 pm.
To apply online, visit lightofchristschools.org/employment-application or contact Kate Bleth, Human Resources at 425-0793 or
kbleth@lightofchristschools.org.

BIS-MAN CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS GROUP
Please join the Bismarck-Mandan Catholic Young Adults group for the first of its seven-part series on The Seven Principles of
Catholic Social Teaching. Dr. Joseph Stuart will be speaking on the 7th Principle: “Care for God’s Creation” on Friday, January
26th. Drinks, snacks, and fellowship begin at 6:30 pm, followed by the talk at 7:00 pm. The event is hosted by Brian Mager and
Nora Ulmer at 3090 Manchester Street in Bismarck. Please bring drinks and snacks to share! The group serves young adults 21
and up from all parishes and faith traditions who desire to live a good and holy Christian/Catholic life. There is no child care provided. Please spread the word about this wonderful opportunity for fellowship and growth. If there are any questions, please visit
their Facebook page: Catholic Young Adults, or contact Bri Weisbeck at 426-0456.

